" Haye fuffer’d lately too deeply to meddle a- 
ae with any thing which is depending before 
& Governments, Courts, Affemblies, Judicatures, 
and therefore { fhall fay nothing, either to what 
s been Tranfacted in the Houfe of Commons, rela-. 
ig to the Malt-Tax in Scotland ; or out of the Houfe, 

fach Members of the Houfe, as have thought fit 
take a ftep in that Affair; which they know bet- 
« than I what to fay for, and how to defend. 
But a Word or two to the talk of the Town; whe- 
wr true or falfe, it hall not be determined by 
That:the Malt-Tax now pafv’d, to be laid on the 
ole Ffland of Britain, will be now extended into 
otland 5 who, by the Union have till. now, been 
émpted. This is what the Votes of the Houf, 
inted by the Dire@ion of the Speaker, and the 
rder of the Houfe, have made publick. | 
That this will lie very heavy upon Scotland, Peo- 
e are poorer, Drink lower priz’d, ©v. and which 


nch lower Price than thatin England ; that nobody, 
he will Difpute: But for all that notwith. 
nding I mutt fay, That thofe who carry it fo high, 
‘to fay the Union is broken by this Tax, and that 
ey will declare it diffoly’d ; talk either what they 
) not underftand, or underftand better than they 
Ik: If I may be allow’d to abftra& what the Cla- 
our of the Town fills our Heads with at this time 
out it, I might bring it into thefe Heads,. 
a. That the Tax is infupportable, that Scotland 
aa pay it, and will be undone and ruin’d 
mx it. / 
Qo That by the Union they ought not to pay it; 
__and that by laying it on them, the Articles 
__ are broke, 
That fome Gentlemen refolve to apply them- 
felves to the Queen, to defire Her Majefty to 
diffolve the Union, or declare it diolv’d 3 or 
40 that purpofe. A word or two to all thefe. 
hat the Tax is very grievous, and will be ex- 
eding heavy upon Rilaad: the -Poverty of the 
sople, low Price of Malt, and many other Cir- 
mftances making them att unable to pay it ; this 
f 


graut moft freely; and I muit own, I was very forry 
Sia at 
oo" ie c pir 


ee 
ee Ca pet he 
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miore, whofe Malt is of an inferiour Quality, and 


" That any Malt to be made and con 


“of Neceffity at that. time, for tbe Prefer ve 


‘Numb: 1 or 


@ 
to hear.that no Medium was found out to have excu- 
fed them from it. But on the other hand, that it 
is altogether infupportable, impoflible to be paid, 
and will ruin the Nation, that J cannot allow 3 and 
will eafily make it appear, that were fome needful 
Claufes udded in Parliament to fome other Bill, to 
enable the Svots.to raife the Price of their Ale, with- 
out paying any more Excife, and fome other Equi- 
valents given to Scotland, which might fet the 
Wheels of Trade to Work there, that Money might 
circulate among them, and the Poor be made able 
to pay a raifed Price for any thing that fhould be 
Tax’d: This Tax would be the lefs infupportable by 
far, than it would otherwife be; for England, would 
they fet heartily about it, are many ways able to make 
Scotland flourith, and grow rich, if they will but al- 
fit them, as they may and ought to do. 

But that by the A@ of Union, Scotland ought not 
to pay this Tax, and that laying it row, i6 a 
Breach of the Union, that I can by no means grant 
neither, the.Letter of the Articles, whatever the 
meaning of Scotland was, being diretly againft them, 
as follows : : 


Article 14. That the Kingdom of Scotland be not 
charg’d with any other Duties. latd on by the Parka- 
ment of England before the Union, except shofe Con- 
fented to in this Treaty;: in regard it is agreed, 
all neceffary Provifion fhall be made by tbe Parliament 
of Scotland, for the publick Charge and Service of that 
Kingdom. for the Year 1707. Provided nevershelefs, 
that if the Parliament of England fhall think fis. to lay 
any farther Impofitions, by way of Cuftoms, or fuch Ex- 
cifes, with which, by vertue “f this Treaty, Scotland 
is to be Charged equally with England ; in fuch Cafe 
Scotland fhall be liable to the fame Cuftoms and Ex- 
cifes ;and have an Equivalent, t9 be fettied hy the Par- 
liament of Great Britain, with sbis further I, ovifion, 
umed in '!-ar gars of 
the united Kingdom, now call’d Scotland, “97 bé 
charg’d with any Impofition on Malt, durs » ‘+: > 2 
fent War. And foeing it cannot be fuppofev» :) °' ."* 
liment of Great Britain will ever lage 0h 
dens upon the United Kingdom, but wi. nal ced 
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of the wholes and with due regard to the Circumftan- 
ces and Abilities of every Part of the United King- 
dom. Therefore, it is agreed, That there be no-fur- 
ther Exemption imfifted upon for a:y Part af the U- 
nited Kingdoms but that the Conifiderations of any Ex- 
empttons, beyond what are already agreed on im this 
Treaty, hall be Ko to the Determination of the Parlia- 
ment of Great Britain, 


From hencea few thingsare plain to confute theabove- 


_ 4aid Notion, That the laying this Tax on them, isa 


Breach of the Union, that I cannot pafs them over. 

1. That Scotland, tho’ exempted from.any other 
of the Duties which were then in Courle of Payment, 
during their faid Courfe, than fuch as the Articles 
fhould Enumerate; yet was fubje@ed by the Articles 


_ toall fuch Duties, as the Parliament of England thould 


‘think fit to lay afterwards — And were to have an 
Equivalent to be fettled by the Parliarnenc of Great 
Britain, 

2. That whereas the Malt-Tax, by an exorefs 
Exemption, was not to be laid upon the Scots during 
the War ; the War being now at anend, and Peace 
Proclaimed, that Exemption ceafes of Courfe: I 
know fome obje& that the War is not at an end, 
becaufe the Peace with Spain is not ratify’d and ex- 


_ chang’d; but this is too mean a fhift to pafs in an 
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Affair of this Moment; that Peace being adually 
made, and the Ceremony of Ratification wiil be per- 
before this A@ can take place. 

uftice of laying this Tax feems to be ac- 


_ knowledg’d by thofe People of Scotland it felf, who 


are now here; 1do not fay Members, who were 


willing to have offered an Inequality, and Taxing 


_ Scotland in Proportions, 


_ thing quite out of the 
_ which, [ think, leaves me 
| what feems to need no manner of Explication. 


4° But the Article it {elf puts the Legality of the 
eftion by thefe Words, 
no thing farther to fay, as 


Why the Parliament of Great Britain has deter- 


_ mined to charge this Duty upon Scotland, is not for 


_ Me to examin; for the fake of Svotland, whofe Po. 


pis 


aah and Difcouragements I: am no Stranger to, I 
wi 


moft heartily they had been exempted ; but to 


_ fay therefore that it is Wlegal, that the Treaty is 


_¢ver may be done, 
facred and folemn 


_ broken by it, the Union is diffolv’d, and { know 
fot how many ill-natur’d things of that kind, which 
_ fome-People, in the prefent warmth of the Times, flie 


out into; this I can by no means agree to; I with 

nothing had been done, arid yet more, that nothing 
more dire@ly to Contravene that 

Convention, than this. 
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As to Gentlemen who they fay defi P 
themfelves to the Queen, to defire Her ty 
difcharge Scotland of the Union, to declare it VO 
and to diffolve tse matual Obligation, tha 
may be as they were, anda deal of fuch ftuff a 
which fore Peovle, imthe great abundasce 0 
Anger and Folly, alfo talk of ; if any fuch th 
who refolve to be fo troublefome to their Sovereig 
(what any may have done already, T have notht 
to do with, and declare my felf not to be med 
with, in this Cafe) but if any fhall refolve no 
a& in the prepoferous manner [ am {peaking « 
hall conclude this Paper with giving them this 
piece of friendly Advice, ce ; oa 

That addreffing Her Majelty to diffolve the 
on, €Sv. they will be pleafed to fay, Which your 
je/ty is legally ermpowered to do; for let me tell 
Gentlemen, whoever they may be, Members of 
Houfts excepted (whom I am not {peaking t 
any Means) that to go to the Queen, to ask 
Majefty any thing that cannot be done, is tot 
Her Majelty, and betray their own Folly. — 

Now as to the Union, I think it is clear—I ar 
to fay the Queeen cannot do this, ard the P. 
ment cannot do that, I have fpoken of this” 
enough formerly; nay, I need not fay the ' 
cannot diffulve the Gnion » and the Parlia 
cannot diffolve the Union; but this I fay, 
fuch is the Conttitution of the Affair, that th 
nion cannot be difolv’d; no, not till the whol 
ation of God is diffolv’d ; and I believe it 
to that, a Thing by its own Conftitution, t 
indiflolvible in the whole World: If any Ma 
otherwife, I would be glad to hear him fay 
end he would begin at, when he went abou 
fhort, my beliet of thefe things is fumm’d ¢ 
the following Heads, which I humbly offer a: 
private Opinion only. : 

1. To fay the Queen can doit, isto fay He: 

jelty can undo what fle could not do. ~ 

2. To fay the Parliament can do it, is to fa 
Parliament can be Felo de fe; for the Mom 
the Union is diffoly’d, the Parliament 0 
tain is no more. <a 
. Nothing can diffolve it, but the Power 
made it; (v7z.) The two (eparate Parlia 
ot England and Scotland, and they being dead, 
and buried in the Union, that Power isnot 
in Being that can reftore them to life again.” 
v_ This, 1 fay, is my Opinion only 3 I hope g 


my Opinion <an give Offence to no body, — 
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